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Editor’'s Note

This pamphlet contains editorials and
leaderettes culled from Chinese and English-
language newspapers in Taiwan in the
one-month period (April 13-May 12, 1959)
since Dr. Chiang Monlin made on April 13
his historic call on the people of Taiwan
boldly to face the serious problem of
population pressure on this island. The
reader will at once see that there is a un-
animity of opinion on this question rarely
witnessed in connection with other social
problems.



PRESS COMMENTS
ON
THE POPULATION PROBLEM IN TAIWAN

DR. CHIANG WARNS OF POPULATION MENACE,
URGES BIRTH CONTROL

Taiwan now faces an “imminent menace” of over-
population. Some 350,000 babies, equivalent to the popu-
lation of Kaohsiung City, are born every ycar, said Dr.
Chiang Monlin yesterday.

It takes at least NT $754,000,000 (about one third of the
total Tapi issue) to feed, educate and clothe the new
babies every year, said the chairman of the Joint Com-

mission on Rural Reconstruction.

Projected increase of 72,000 metric tons of rice by the
Shihmen Reservoir, which it will take six ycars and US§-
60,000,000 to complete, will be eaten up by the new por-
tion of the population in exactly 16 months, Dr. Chiang
said.

Taiwan’s population, which exceeded the 10,000,000
mark at the end of 1958, will reach 15,000,000 in ten yecars
and double in 20 years, Dr. Chiang calculated.

Such is the serious situation of the threat of ovecr-
population in Taiwan that something must be donc and
done quickly, said the 74-ycar-old educator-administrator.
As a solution, he suggested birth control and planned
parenthood.

“A few years ago,” he said, “I thought we would have
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no population problem so long as we keep on stepping up
food production. But now I have realized food production
increase alone will not solve the problem unless it is
matched by population control.”

At the present pace of food production increase,
Taiwan will still have enough food to feed the people in
1961, he said. From then on, food production will lag
behind the population growth unless agricultural develop-
ment is accelerated, Dr. Chiang said.

“Facing this grim prospect,” Dr. Chiang said, “we are
making utmost efforts to forestall the danger of food
shortage.” He mentioned a number of projects to increase
food production, but adding, “all these take time and can
be achieved only with great efforts and huge sums of
money. The Shihmen Dam is an example.”

He cited figures to illustrate the heavy burden imposcd
on the national finances by the increasing population,
saying: To feed and raise the additional 350,000 children
on the island, we must have the following:

1. 52,000 metric tons of rice, estimated on the basis- of
150 kilograms of rice for each person cach ycar.
Estimated at NT§220 per Taiwan catty, thc total
amounts to NT $190,000,000.

2. 7,000 new class rooms built at a total cost of
NT $420,000,000. Each class accommodates 50 children.
Averaging one and a half tcachers for cach class,
10,000 tcachers arc nceded. The salaries of the
teachers, estimated at NT$7,200 per tecacher per
yecar, amount to NT $72,000,000.

3. NT$72,000,000 for clothing, cstimated at NT$200 for
cach person.



The grand total for these basic necessities alone is
NT $754,000,000 every year, he said.

From 1947 to 1956, he said, the total acreage of arable
land on Taiwan increased from 830,000 to 870,000 hectares.
But because of the fast population growth, the average
cultivated area of a farm household dropped from 151 to
1.15 hectares, Dr. Chiang reported. In 1947, eight persons
lived on a hectare of land. By 1956, the same piece of
land must produce enough to feed 11 persons.

The total national income, estimated by the govern-
ment with due allowance for currency depreciation,
incrcased by 42% during the 1952-1957 period, he said.
Due to the population increase, however, the per capita
income was increased by only 20%. On the other hand,
national consumption rose by 66% in the same period.

The mortality rate of Taiwan’s population is compa-
rable with that of most advanced countries, he said. But
the infant death rate on the island is much higher—42%
according to 1955 statistics—as compared with 9.9%6 for
Japan, 72% for the United States, 3.2% for Britain, and
5.6% for Australia.

In conclusion, he said: “Excessive fertility is not merely
a theoretical problem we are facing, but a practical situa-
tion out of which we must find a way. If we fail to do
so, the alternative will be Nature’s own readjustment” by

means of famine, epidemics, and mutual elimination.

—China News, April 14, 1959



350,000 BABIES YEARLY GIVE TAIWAN
EXPLOSIVE FOOD, POPULATION CRISIS

NT$754 MILLION IS ANNUAL BILL, SAYS DR. CHIANG MONLIN

The 350,000 babies born evcry year in Taiwan are
costing a total of NT$754,000,000 a year to feed, clothe,
and educate them.

Astounding as it may sound, this is the cold fact
supported by statistics and reported by Dr. Chiang Mon-
lin, Chairman of the Joint Commission on Rural Recon-
struction, at a press conference yesterday afternoon. '

With the warning that the “excessive fertility” is “a
problem we must face and solve .today,” Dr. Chiang
predicted that the population in Taiwan will be increased
by 100 percent in 20 ycars. He added that the estimate
he made in 1951 that Taiwan’s population would reach 10
million by 1965 was realized seven years ahead as a result
of the vast improvement in public health and medical
supply in the past eight years. “It is possible,” he said,
“further decrease in the mortality rate in the next 20

years may make the present estimate useless.”

To demonstrate how costly the population increase
would' be, Dr. Chiang reported that 52,000 metric tons
of rice, 7,000 new classrooms, 10,000 additional teachers
and NT$72,000,000 worth of clothing would be required
every year to feed, educate and clothe the 350,000 babies
born in every I2 months on the island. The gigantic
Shihmen Dam project, which will involve a total expensc
of US$60,000,000 and take six ycars to complete will only
result in the increase of food production of 72,000 metric
tons a year, Dr. Chiang said. But this increase of food
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production, he added, will only suffice the consumption of
the annual population increase for 16 months.

In addition to the food problem, the JCRR Chairman
pointed out, there is the serious problem of finding enough
living space for the increased population. During the 10
years from 1947 to 1956, he said, the increase of farm
population was about 30 percent while that of acreage of
arable land was only five percent. In 1947, he added,
eight persons lived on a hectare of land. By 1956, he
pointed out, the same piece of land must produce enough
to feed 11 persons. Under the pressure of population
increase job opportunities had also been reduced from
38 percent of the total population engaged in economic
activities in 1947 to 32 percent by 1956, Dr. Chiang said.

While about 50 percent of Free China’s economic
reconstruction projects are supported by American aid
or the Counterpart Eund, the nation’s economy is still
relying heavily npon U.S. economic aid because of popula-
tion increase and despite the headway made in cconomic
reconstruction through the successful implementation of
the two four-year economic plans, “The seriousness of this
threat to our economy,” Dr. Chiang stressed, “cannot be

overstressed.”

Despite the fact that Free China is now a rice export-
ing country, Dr. Chiang told the newsmen, there will be
no excessive food on the island by 1970. From that timec
on, he said, the farm production will be progressively
insufficient to meet the nced of a growing population.
The only thing to do is to make the limited cultivated
land produce more but all the possible cfforts would take
time and can only be achieved with great efforts and huge
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sums of money. The Shihmen Dam is an example, he said.

Excessive fertillity, Dr. Chiang said, is not merely a
theoretical problem but also a practical situation out of
which we must find a way. If we fail to do so, he con-
cluded, the alternative will be Nature’s own readjustment

by means of famine, epidemics and mutual killing.

—China Post, April 14, 1959

POPULATION PRESSURE

We agrce with Dr. Chiang Monlin, Chairman of the
Joint Commission on Rural Reconstruction, on the neces-
sity of launching a birth control campaign in Taiwan,
which he suggested in a press conference held last Monday,
in order to relieve the island of population pressure. The
rapid growth of population, which is nowadays more liable
to bring about economic disasters in most countries than
public wellbeing, is leading to some very scrious conse-

quences here in Taiwan.

One problem confronting the island is that when the
population increases at a much greater rate than the area
of arable land and per unit area farm output, the island
will have no surplus rice to export as it does now after
two years, as the veteran educator estimated, but will be
faced with food shortage thercafter. Then not only the
country will be deprived of a big source of foreign cx-
change, but also the insufficient supply of foodstuffs will
make it difficult to keep the prices stable in view cf the
fact that food prices always carry exceptionally great
weight in the price structure of the island. The present
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efforts made by the government as well as the US aid
authorities for raising the living standards of the people
will be also largely, if not entirely, frustrated when the
consumption of the country shows much faster increase
than its production. The traditional conception that
agricultural economy is more capablé of containing surplus
population is only true when the standards of living of*
the rural people is relatively low. A rapid increase in
population without a corresponding boost of production
means inevitably more miserable life for the people. It is
not very seldom on the island that a middle-aged couple
have already half a dozen of kids to feed and continue to
give birth to a child yearly, yet their earning power
shows no increase. Their livelihood, in such circumstances,
is bound to deteriorate and their children can hardly be
well fed and educated. This will pose a great deterrent
to the progress of the nation physically and intellectually.

The unemployment problem, which is already embar-
rassing on the island, will become almost insolvable if the
rate of increase in population keeps unabated and we will
soon face a dilemma in making policy decisions. As
mechanization of farm production and automation of
industrial equipment, which are constantly urged by
various quarters and are on the way to realization, will
save a great deal of human labor, on the one hand, and
there is an increasingly large surplus labor force resulting
from the rapid population growth awaiting employment,
on the other, it would rather be difficult to map out a
policy that can meet both ends. While primitive methods
of production can have relatively more workers in em-
ploy and it is often for this reason such methods are being
still used in certain types of production, modern equipment
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and methods can bring about higher efficiency in produc-
tion, and increase in efficiency is of utmost importance at
the present stage of economic development. The magnitude
of labor force is no longer a decisive factor of any
nation’s economic strength, but rather surplus labor force
gives rise to serious social problems which often imposes
a great burden on the economy.

Nor is manpowor considered as important as before in
building up a nation’s defense strength. Instead, huge
sizes of armed forces may lead to economic and financial
strains. With the continuous invention of new weapons
which can increase the firepower of troops immensely,
strategical conception has undergone a drastic change to
favor crack units with greater firepower. The human-
wave tactics of the Chinese Communists proved much
less effective in Korea than on the mainland when the
Reds used it in their rebellious war against the govern-
ment. Thus, the dramatic announcement of census statis-
tics made by the Peiping regime a few years ago, which
put the population on the mainland at over 600 million,
an increase of about 150 million over the census statistics
compiled immediately before Communist take-over, and
was, understandably, designed as an intimidation to the
free world, has now become an indicator of an economic
weakness of Red China, providing economists with
materials to diagnose its economic ills. The crushing
financial burden imposed on its economy by the tremendous
military expenditures is especially considered as a
contributing factor in the early collapse of the puppet
Pciping regime. The time of evaluating.a nation’s strength
by the size of manpower has passed, and a rapid increase
.in population is more likely to do evil than good to a
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nation’s economy. The knowledge of birth control is
beneficial both to individuals and the country, and it is
deemed appropriate to have it introduced to the public.

~—China Post, April 17, 1959

TAIWAN'S POPULATION PROBLEM

The warning sounded by Dr. Chiang Monlin, chair-
man of the Joint Commission on Rural Reconstruction,
against what he called “the looming specter of over-
population” on Taiwan should be taken seriously not only
by the government but also by the people in general.

To quote Dr. Chiang, “the threat of excessive fertility,
therefore, is not something we should deal with in the
future. It is a problem which we must face and solve
today.”

Taiwan’s present population of 10 million is increasing
at a rate of 3.5 per cent a year. This means cvery year
there will be 350,000 more mouths to feed. If this rate
keeps up, Taiwan’s population will be doubled twenty
years from now, if not actually sooner because of con-
tinuous improvements in public health and medical

services.

Against this pressure of increasing population, there
was only a five per cent increase in the acreage of arable
land on the island between 1947 and 1956. Furthermore,
there has been no change on this score during the past
thrce years. A determining factor is that Taiwan, being
two-thirds mountainous, offers only limited possibilities
for expansion.



Another important fact cited by Dr. Chiang is that
though Taiwan’s total national income increased by 42 per
cent between 1952 and 1957, because of population increase
the per capita income only showed a 20 per cent increase.
Yet during the same period, the national consumption

was increased by 66 per cent.

Dr. Chiang has rightly pointed out that this unbalanced
situation of more national consumption against less total
national income could only last for a short period of time
without affecting Taiwan’s prosperity and standard of

living.

Some people here are inclined to think that Taiwan’s
population problem would be solved the moment the
Chinese mainland is recovered. What they have over-
looked is that the same population problem will still be
with us then, except that on a much larger scale. Main-
land recovery, therefore, will only put off but not solve

the problem.
Industrialization Helps

Others see in Taiwan’s further industrialization a pos-
sible way out for the increasing population. They point
to countries like England and Japan, neither of which is
producing enough to feed the local population and yet
both of which, by exporting manufactured goods and
services and importing food, are maintaining a high
standard of living. This is true, but what is lost sight of
is that these two countrics have a national income which
is much larger than their national consumption, thus
leaving a sizeable balance for investment. In the case of
England, there has been no significant population increase

in years.
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A third group claims that there is a loophole in Dr.
Chiang’s emphasis on agricultural production versus
population increase. Very few countries in the world, it is
asserted, produce enough to feed their own people. What
is wrong with exporting goods and services and importing
food supplies such as what England and Japan are doing?
Self-sufficiency, pcople of thiswiew maintain, is old-fash-

ioned after all.

Vicious Cycle

Industrialization, however, needs to be financed by
national income in the long run. In Taiwan’ case, a major
portion of the national income is being eaten up by the
350,000 new babies that are born every year. There is lit-

tle left for investment in industrial expansion projects.

Thus, the whole thing presents a vicious cycle, which
needs to be broken at some point, and the logical place to
break it is firstly by launching a birth control program
that is backed up by the government and the general
public in order to keep Taiwan’s populat.ion problem
within more manageable proportions. The alternative
would be a drop in Taiwan’s standard of living with all

its conscquences.
—China News, April, 20, 1959

POPULATION INCREASE AND THE NEED FOR
PROTECTING FARM LAND

General concern has been expressed by various quar-
ters after Dr. Chiang Monlin’s initial speech on the popu-
lation of Taiwan and his call for birth control. Surround-
ed as it is on all sides by seas, it is obviously impossible
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for Taiwan to feed an ever increasing population. In
view of such a serious situation, it is necessary not only
to advocate but also to practise birth control. There can
be no doubt about the seriousness of the question with
whieh we are being confronted.

Another urgent problem which accompanies the pro-
blem of population has to do with the proper utilization
and reclamation of land in this province. We must con-
cede that both Government and the people have done
their best in connection with the proper utilization and
reclamation of land. Many regions where wild grass and
shrubs used to grow have now been turned into planta-
tions for the growth of bananas. tea trees, and citronella.
Many sea beaches which used to be washed by oncoming
and ebbing tides have now become fish ponds, satlt fields, or
cultivated land. As a result of earnest efforts in the utili-
zation and reclamatioh of land, the total annual produce
of Taiwan has greatly increased in recent years. We may
well be proud of the victory which we have won over
the forces of nature.

On the other hand, it must be pointed out that though
the question of food supply for this island may have been
successfully solved for the time being, the insular posi-
tion of Taiwan places a definite limit to all our efforts
and, in the long run, the day will come when the limited
land space will be insufficient to meet the needs of the
increased population. In order to lessen the seriousness
of the population and food .problems, we must take simul-
tancous measures for the proper utilization and reclama-
tion of land, on the one hand, and the dissemination of
knowledge about birth control, on the other.

One of the most urgent problems to which popular
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attention must be drawn is how to protect farm land from
being encroached upon. Though some land has been
reclamed in recent years, the acreage of farm land that
has been diverted to other uses is surprisingly large. As
nature has placed a limit to the amount of land that may
be newly opened up, we must protect our farm land from
being put-to uses other than farming. It is true that the
problen of housing is equally important, but hilly and
waste lands must be used for the construction of houses

rather than farm land.

In order to solve this problem, the Government must
have an over-all plan, in which areas for the construction
of houses are clearly marked out. At the same time,
measures for the protection of farm land should be worked
out and strictly enforced.

— From the Min Tsu Evening News, April 15, 1959

ON BIRTH CONTROL

Since Dr. Chiang Monlin’s call for birth control, many
people have expressed their opinionson this question. The
opinions thus expressed are mostly in favor of birth con-
trol in principle.

It is to be noted, however, that nine-tenths of those who
are in favor of birth control are intellectuals, and that
they not only favor it in principle, but also have put it
into practice for many years.

In the last analysis the question is one which con-
cerns the broad masses of people at a lower intellectual
level who are more traditionally minded rather than
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the intellectuals. It is well known that for thousands of
years the Chinese people have thought of families sur-
rounded with large numbers of children and grandchildren
as more blessed than those with no or only a few children.
We must concede that such ideas still dominate the minds

of the great majority of farmers and workers.

Consequently, if we are to launch a campaign for
birth control in Taiwan, that campaign should be direct-
ed against the farmers and workers rather than against

any other group of people.

In short. we are inclined to think that the farmers
and workers need to have knowledge of birth control more
than the intellectuals, and that the campaign for birth
control should be carried out more intensively in the vil-

lages than in the cities.

—From the Hsin Sheng Pao, April 18, 1959

BIRTH CONTROL AND CONTRACEPTION

The increase of population in Taiwan has received
widespread attention. According to Dr, Chiang Monlin,
if the present annual rate of increase of 35 per 1,000 is kept
up, the population of this province would be 15 million
in ten years and 20 million in 20 years. Such a tremendous
increase would seriously hamper the development of our
cconomy and create ever morc social problems. Hence
some suitable degree of birth control is evidently neces-

sary.

Dr. Wei Ping-yao, deputy director of the Taiwan Uni-
versity Hospital. thinks that the rate of population in-
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crease in Taiwan is terribly high. According to his es-
timate, of the ten million people in Taiwan over 60 per
cent are boys and girls below 20 years of age and un-
married men and women. By subtracting old married
couples who can no longer bear children, there is left
less than 40 per cent of people in the full vigor of life to
whom is assigned the task of bearing children. Dr. Wei said
that the four million married people who can bear children
give birth to 400,000 babies every year. Dr. Chiang Monlin
has also pointed out that every couple in a farming family
in Taiwan has six children on the average. This figure
far surpasses the avearge number of children born by an

American or European married couple.

Dr. Wei Ping-yao and Dr. Chiu Shih-yung, deputy
directors of the Taiwan University Hospital, and Dr.
Hsu Chien-tien, deputy director of the Provincial Taipei
Hospital, all agree that from a purely medical point of
view birth control is necessary.

Though all three doctors agree on the necessity for
birth control, they do not like people to practice birth
control without taking many relevant factors into con-
sideration. They would like to see the organization of
some association such as the Family Planning Association
organizaed by Mrs. Margaret Sanger in London in 1939.
Such an association would begin by studying the general
social conditions, standards of living, the expenses for
raising a baby, and similar problems. When all these as-
pects of the question have becn carefully studied, the as-
sociation would draw up an objective standard to be
publicly announced so that the people might decide for
themselves whether they would practise birth control in
the light of the association’s findings and their own finan-
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cial status and other relevant considerations. Any persons
who decide to practise birth control would be given pro-
per advice by the association on the basis of their finan-
cial position and other conditions.

—From the Central Daily News, April 18, 1959

DOCTORS' VIEWS ON BIRTH CONTROL

Since the publication of Dr. Chiang Monlin’s article
on birth control, public interest in this question has been
aroused. In order to obtain the views of medical practi-
tioners on this important subject, we had separate inter-
views the other day with three members of the medical
profession, namely, Dr. Chiu Shih-yung, Deputy Director
of the Taiwan University Hospital, Dr. Wei Ping-yao,
Deputy Director and concurrently chief of the gynecology
and obstetrics department of the same hospital, and Dr.
Hsu Chien-tien, Deputy Director and concurrently chief of
the gynecology and obstetrics department of the Provincial
Taipei Hospital.

All three medical leaders we have interviewed agree
that the campaign for birth control advocated by Dr.
Chiang Monlin, Chairman of the Chinese-American Joint
Commission on Rural Reconstruction, is the right approach
to the subject as compared to the time-honored method of
abortion which has been adopted by some people even up
to the present. The three doctors say that if we do not
want any more children, we must prevent their coming in
the first instance; and that if we can not prevent it, we
must allow them to come into this world. This is a ques-
tion of morals. It is also the duty of every married
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person.

The three medical doctors pointed out that birth con-
trol should not be practised indiscriminately, but should
be determined by the family’s economic situation, the
health of the woman concerned, and her social position.
This kind of family planning is being practised by most
American families, They do this, because they are con-
scious of the fact that the birth of a baby marks only the
beginning of the parents’ responsibilities which consist in
carefully bringing up the child to be a useful member of
society.

The traditional Chinese ideas that it is an unfilial act
to have no sons and that to have a large flock of sons
and grandsons in the family is one of the greatest blessings
of life must be uprooted before we can talk about birth
control. In addition, we must have some sort of organi-
zation such as the Americans have to give expert advice
on birth control and how to have babies. Only in this
way can birth control become an cffective movement.

—From the China Daily News, April 18, 1959

THE POPULATION PRESSURE

Dr. Chiang Monlin laid his fingers on a sore spot
that is plaguing Taiwan today when he ecmphasized in a
recent speech on the necessity for birth control in view of
the increasing population pressure on this island.

The question is that birth control cannot be casily
carried out. Let us take India as an example. In spite
of years of campaigning for birth control by Mrs. Margaret
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Sanger, the birth rate of poor people in India is still the
highest in the world. Any campaign for birth control is
difficult to be carried out suceessfully, if the general
cultural level and living standards of the people remain
low. In the case of China, large numbers of children are
usually found in families of fishermen, tenant farmers, and
coolies. Why? Because those people are poor and ignorant.

In principle we are in favor of birth control, because
if you have many sons and daughters and cannot educate
them properly, you are simply adding to the burden of
society. In that case, you cannot very well expect the
country to make much progress.

—From the Central Daily News, April 21, 1959

BIRTH CONTROL

In advocating birth control, Dr. Chiang Monlin said
that the campaign should be launched by civic bodies.
We consider this to be a good idea, because it shows that
we pay full respect to the people’s basic rights and that
we know how to promote popular welfare by scientific
means. But how shall we proceed?

To impart knowledge about birth control to the people
is not so simple as it may sound. There are really two
aspects of the question involved. One has to do with
knowledge about birth control before conception, and the
other with knowledge about the best way to deal with the
situation after conception. One way to impart knowledge
about birth control is to compile a pamphlet and give a
copy of it to every newly married couple. As to how to
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deal with the situation after conception, that is a much
more difficult task. But in any event, the question is one
of scientifc education. From prevention to trying to make
amends after conception, all instruments and techniques to
be used must be strictly scientific.

It is quite possible that in the midst of our campaign
for birth control certain publications of a questionable
character which appeal to the sexual instinct of the reader
rather than impart to him scientific knowledge about
birth control may soon appear on the market. It is also
quite likely that aphrodisiacs under the guise of “medicine
for birth control” may soon be offered for sale.

—From the China Daily News, April 20, 1950

TRADITIONAL IDEAS VERSUS COLD FACTS

To limit any further incrcase of of our population in
Taiwan has become inevitable, and the methods to be
uscd towards that end must include the legalization of
abortion and the open dissemination of knowledge about
birth control by qualified medical practitioners.

We have come to this conclusion only after carefully
weighing all the arguments both for and against birth
control, arguments in which some of our most cherished
traditional ideas are pitted against the cold rcalities of

increasing population pressure.

The most effective methods to relieve population pres-
sure are two. First, abortion must be regarded as a lcgal-
ized medical operation for all persons. Secondly, qualified
personnel must be permitted openly to impart knowledge
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about birth control in educational institutions and other
public places.

To put these methods into practice requires firm de-
termination on the part of both government and people,
for such ideas run directly counter to our traditional con-
ception that to have a large number of sons is one of the
greatest blessings of life. We are sure that loud voices of
opposition will be raised against our proposals. Let us
first of all examine what the opposition has to say and
then see how those arguments should be answered.

First, our opponents might say that since our eventual
counterattack against the Communist-occupied mainland
would call for immense manpower which the present
population. of Taiwan cannot supply, how could we ever
do anything to hinder its natural growth?

In answer to this argument it must be pointed out
that our cventual counterattack against the Communist-
occupied mainland does not have to depend upon our
ability to match man for man in our struggle with the
Chinesc Communist regime. It is quite obvious that the
population of Taiwan can ncver by any stretch of imagi-
nation catch up with the tecming millions who inhabit
the Chinese mainland. The best guarantee for our suc-
cess in our anti-Communist struggle is twofold: (1) the
certainty of anti-Communist uprisings by our brethren on
the mainland and (2) our firm determination to build up
Taiwan into a frec and prosperous community. That our
brethren on the mainland will risc up against their Com-
munist oppressors is a forcgone conclusion. But in order
to build up Taiwan into a frec and prospcrous com-
munity it is uecessary to develop our cconomy still further.
In order to develop our economy still further, we must
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exert greater efforts for capital accumulation and the
achicvement of a higher degree of industrialization. As
capital accumulation and industrialization are scarcely
compatible with an ever mounting population, those who
argue in favor of an uncontrolled population increase
would seem to have failed to make their point.

Another point is worth remembering. The national
strength of a modern State does not depend upon the size
of its population, but rather upon its total economic po-
tentialities. Before World War II India had a population
of 300 million, but it was subject to the rule of Britain
with only 40 million people. Indonesia had 70 million
people ruled over by Holland with a population of less
than 10 million. What we wish to have is the highest
degree of economic development rather than a big popu-
lation concentrated on this island. In order to ensure the
full development of our economy, we must immediately
reducc the current rate of population increase.

A second argument which our opponents might possi-
bly advance against our advocacy of birth control is that
all incrcase in our population could be offset by cmigra-
tion and, therefore, could not have any adverse effect on

domestic economy.

Qur answer to this argument is this. In the first
place, there has never been any country in all history that
has resorted to emigration as the principal mcans to reduce
its population. Even in the centuries when thc British
were emigrating in large numbers to North America,
Australia, New Zealand, and other places of the world,
the population in Britan itsclf still kept on increasing.

Secondly, there is no place in the world which can
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permit such a great number of Chinese emigrants to settle in
it as to relieve our own population pressure at home. The
South Sea areas are already closed to our emigrants, not
to say North America and Australia. The density of
population in Europe is well known so that there is no
room for Chinese emigrants there. Where shall we send
our surplus population? At most we might be able to
send out a few thousand in a year, but that does not help
much. We are not opposed to emigration as such, but we
refuse to believe that emigration can be the chief means

to relieve our population pressure.

A third reason that might be offered to oppose our
proposals is that to permit abortion would lead to the
corruption of good customs and manners and help pro-

motec abnormal scxual relations.

We do not deny that after the legalization ef abortion
many persons who maintained abnormal sexual relations
with others might find it easier to crase all traces of such
relations. However, we must also admit that the gradual
liberalization of sexual relations has become an almost
irresistible trend. Even if abortion is not legalized, pco-
ple will still seck the advice of less qualified practitioners
in spitc of the law. The dangers to life as well as the
miserics involved in such a situation can well be im-

agined.

Morcover, what we are doing now is tantamount to
insisting that the entirely innocent baby must see the
light of day in order to prove the guiltiness of its par-
ents. But we tend to forget that when the illegitimate
child is born, it is not the guilty parents who suffer any
compunction of conscience, but rather the child who is
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discriminated against by society. What right do we have,
it may be asked, to let an innocent child fall victim to

our own prudery?

Furthermore, it has been demonstrated again and again
that however strict the laws against abortion may be, they
can never kill people’s interest in luring a member of the
opposite sex to have illegitimate relations with them.
Prewar France was noted for the stringincy of its laws
against abortion, but that did not prevent the French people

from having romantic relations betwcen the two sexes.

The last argument of our opponents is perhaps the
most difficult to refute. They would say that abortion
and birth control are inconsistent with our traditional
love for a big family surrounded by as many children as

possible.

All of us are hcirs to the Chinese traditional culturc.
We all love to have a large family, especially if the
relations between parents and children are loving and
intimate. When we have filial sons and daughters, it is
an invitation for us to have more of the same kind.

It is precisely because of this that in advocating the
limitation of population by birth control we are assailed
by contradictory sentiments. On the onc hand, there are
the traditional ideas which have given us solace and com-
fort for thousands of years. On the other hand, therc are
the cold realities of population pressure which we must
face with all the courage we have. Under such a situa-
tion, we arc forced to make a choice between the two. In
the last analysis, we cannot but be persuaded by reason
to look the unpleasant realities in the face and to accept
birth control as an inevitable solution to our prebhlem of
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population pressure.

—From the Cheng Hsin Hsin Wen, April 20, 1959

THE MORE ARE BORN, THE MORE DIE

In the general clamor for planned parenthood, I am
reminded of the following story.

Once upon a time, the son of an Indian woman died.
She was so grief-stricken that she went about everywhere
in search of some wonder drug that would restore him
life. Finally, she was told by somebody to go to Shakya-'
muni (the Buddha) for help.

When she found Shakyamuni, he told her to go to any
family which had not mourned the death of any child and
beg for a handful of mustards, adding, “If you let your
son eat these mustards, he will immediately revive.”

The poor mother followed Shakyamuni’s instructions
and went from door to door to ask for mustards from some
family which had not mourned the loss of any child. She
found plenty of sympathy and mustards. But when she
asked her hosts whether they had ever mourned the loss
of children, the answers she received were always identical:
“Alas! most of them have died and only a few are still
living, Please do not remind us of our deep-seated sorrow.”

She continued her search for several days but always
received the same answer. In utter despair and being
completely exhausted, she became convinced of the futility
of her efforts and went back home to have her son buried.

It is generally known that early marriage and poverty
are all too prevalent in India, where married couples do
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not know how to control the number of their children
with the result that the more are born, the more die pre-
maturely. Such a situation might well have served as the
background for the above-mentioned story.

We are sorry to say that this Indian story can be
bodily transplanted to Taiwan and be equally true. For
the situation on this island is very deplorable, indeed. It
is astonishing that out of every 100 deaths here as many
as 42 are infants under four years of age.

But according to a sampling survey of thousands of
families in Taiwan, the death rate of infants under four
in families with no more than three children is less than
ten per cent of the total number of deaths for all infants
under four. This latter fact shows that the fewer children
there are in the family, the more care their parents will
be able to give them. Coansequently, the financial rcsources
of the family can be mobilized to mcet all necessary
expenses and the death rate of children naturally falls.
In such families, the children not only can live, but can
also live well.

Viewed in this light, planned parenthood has a direct
bearing on the well-being of the whole family. It influ-
cnces not only the welfare of the children themsevels, but
also the stability of society at large. The campaign for
planned parenthood deserves our warm support. '

~—From the Cheng Hsin Hsin Wen, April 21, 1959



GOVERNOR CHOW REPORTS TO THE PROVISIONAL
PROVINCIAL ASSEMBLY

The Taiwan Provisional Provincial Assembly held its
fifth meeting of the present session yesterday, when
Governor Chow Chih-jou made an administrative report
and submitted his budget for the next fiscal year from
July 1, 1959 to June 30, 1960, balanced at NT $3,585,698,334.

Governor Chow emphasized that the principal task of
the Provincial Government in the next year should be the
further development of economic reconstruction through
intensified efforts so that there might be still better results.
He pointed out that it is only prosperity growing out of
economic reconstruction which can satisfy the expectations
of our fellow citizens in this province for improvements
in their livelihood, which can support the continued
expansion of our armed forces, and which can assure us
of victory in our eventual counterattack against the Com-
munist-occupied mainland. Hence as far as Taiwan is
concerned, the next fiscal year should be one for the
further expansion of economic reconstruction and the

promotion of greater prosperity.

Governor Chow told the members of the Assembly
that in consequence of economic reconstruction in the past
the national income of the pcople of this province had
increased from N'T $29,982,000,000 in 1957 to N'T $31,901,000,000
in 1958, and the average income per capita had increased
from NT$2,893 in 1957 to NT$3,031 in 1958. These figures,
said Governor Chow, could have been achieved only
through the wisdom and technical ability and by means
of the blood and sweat of everyone of us.
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At the same time, Governor Chow also told his
audience that the population pressure is seriously undoing
many ot our achievements in economic reconstruction.
The population of this province jumped from 9,690,250 in
1957 to 10,039,435 in 1958, which means that there was an
addition of 349,185 people in one single year. This repre-
sented an annual rate of increase of more than 36 per 1,000.
Beginning from this year, there will be every day almost
one thousand more people to feed and clothe and to
provide for medically as well as in many other respects.
It is our duty immediately to satisfy all their needs.

In the view of Governor Chow, being confronted with
such a serious population pressure, we have to redouble
our efforts for economic reconstruction in order to achieve
higher prosperity for the future. However, this does not
mean that we can afford to ignore other aspects of the
provincial administration. What we are callled upon to
do is to regard economic reconstruction as our central
task and to coordinate it with our efforts in other direc-

tions so as to achieve simultaneous progress on all fronts.

—From the United Daily News, May 1, 1959
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