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The Beauty of Ferns as Seen in the Amis Legend
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The Forestry Bureau of the Council of Agriculture collaborated with the Amis writer Kweichun
Miya and Seedesign to publish the first picture book based on the aboriginal legend, The Fish That
Lived in a Tree: Lokot, the Bird’s-nest Fern. The book depicts the morphological characteristics
of the plants and the inter-species relationship in the area between Taiwan’s east coast and the
Coastal Mountain Range. It also conveys the traditional values of the Pangcah (Amis) and their
philosophy of symbiosis with nature.

At the book presentation on May 22, the bureau signed a “Letter of Intent for the Exchange
and Cooperation of Forest Culture Publications” with the Slovak Economic and Cultural Office in
Taipei and authorized Pefekt publishing house in Slovakia to translate the book into Slovakian and
publish it in Europe. To fully magnify the educational value of the book, copies will be distributed to
elementary schools in remote areas in Taiwan.
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