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New Life Out of Rice Straw
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The first rice crop is now entering
its harvest season. Traditionally, the
rice straw left after the harvest is first
burned and then plowed into the soil as
fertilizer. In recent years the government
is encouraging farmers to utilize the rice
straw in a number of creative ways, partly
in an effort to reduce air pollution. Now
bales of rice straw are a common sight in

the paddy fields, waiting to be collected
for recycling. The straw can be used
as a covering for growing vegetables
or fruits, as a raw material for blending
with livestock manure, or as an input in
soil and water conservation engineering
works. Such uses make for circular
agriculture, contributing to sustainable
farming operations.
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