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Black Kites Alive and Well
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Black kites were once widely seen around
Taiwan, but many of the birds had died from eating
rodents poisoned by raticides until the 1990s when
their number was down to less than 200. Partly to
protect this rare wild bird, the Council of Agriculture
and its subordinate agencies have been promoting
the use of organic and safe pesticides and the
Satoyama Initiative in recent years. The population of
black kites has seen noticeable increases. By the end
of 2021 it already numbered over 700. The COA's
efforts have borne fruit evidently.
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